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THE 

TWO  SISTERS, 

A  TALE. 


A  HERE  was  once. a  lady,  who  had  two 
daughters;  the  eldest,  called  Aurora,  was  as 
beautiful  as  the  day,  and  of  a  good  temper: 
the  second,  who  was  called  Domina,  had 
all  the  beauty  of  her  sister,  but  was  spiteful, 
and  her  wit  only  did  mischief.  The  mother 
had  also  been  very  handsome,  but  now  be- 
gan to  be  no  longer  young,  and  that  gave 
her  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  Aurora  was  six- 
teen years  of  age,  and  Domina  only  twelve, 
so  that  the  mother,  who  dreaded  being 
thought  old,  left  the  place,  where  every 
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body  knew  her,  and  sent  her  eldest  daugh- 
ter into  the  country,  as  she  would  not  be 
thought  to  have  a  daughter  of  that  age. 
The  yoilngest  she  kept  with  her,  and  went 
to  live  in  another  town,  where  she  told 
every  body  that  Domina  was  but  ten,  and 
that  she  had  her  before  she  was  fifteen. 
However,  still  apprehending  that  the  story 
would  come  out,  she  sent  Aurora  into  a  very 
remote  country;  and  he  that  conducted  her> 
left  her  in  a  great  wood,  where  she  had-  fal- 
len asleep  as  she  was  resting  herself.  When 
Aurora  awaked,  and  saw  herself  alone  in  the 
Trood,  she  fell  a-crying.  It  was  almost  night, 
she  got  up,  and  endeavoured  to  find  her 
way  out  of  the  forest,  but,  instead  of  that, 
she  strayed  further  and  further.  At  last 
she  saw  a  light  a  great  way  off,  and  as  she 
made  to  that  side  of  the  wood,  she  found  a 
small  housej  Aurora  knocked  at  the  door,  a 
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shepherdess  came  and  opened  it,  and  asked 
her  what  she  wanted.  "  My  good  mother," 
said  Aurora,  "  I  beg,  as  a  charity,  that  you 
will  let  me  lie  in  your  house  to  night,  for 
if  I  stay  in  the  wood  I  shall  be  devoured 
by  the  wolves."  "  With  all  my  heart,  my 
pretty  girl/'  answered  the  shepherdess;  "but 
tell  me  how  came  you  to  be  so  late  in  the 
wood  ?"  Aurora  related  her  story,  and  said, 
"  Am  not  T  very  unhappy  to  have  so  cruel 
a  mother?  And  would  it  not  have  been  bet- 
ter for  me  to  have  died  at  my  birth,  than  to 
live  to  be  used  so  ill?  What  offence  have 
I  .committed  against  God,  to  be  brought  to 
such  distress?"  "My  dear  child,"  replied 
the  shepherdess,  "  you  must  never  murmur 
against  God;  he  is  almighty,  he  is  wise,  he 
loves  you,  and  you  are  to  believe  that  he 
has  permitted  your  misfortune  for  your  ad- 
vantage; trust  in  him,  and  fix  this  in  your 
A  3 
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thoughts,  that  God  protects  the  good,  and 
that  the  crosses  which  befal  them  are  not 
misfortunes.  Live  with  me,  I  will  be  a  mo- 
ther to  you,  and  love  you  as  a  daughter." 
Aurora  agreed  to  the  proposal,  and  next  day 
the  shepherdess  said  to  her:  c*  Now  I  give 
you  a  little  flock  ta  tend;  but,  my  pretty  girl, 
I  fear  the  time  vv*ill  hang  very  heavy  upon 
your  hands;  you  shall  take  a  distaif  and  spin, 
it  will  amuse  you,"  «•  Dear  mother,"  an- 
swered Aurora,  "  I  am  nobly  born,  and  don't 
know  how  to  work."  "  Take  a  book  then," 
said  the  shepherdess.  "  I  don't  lave  reading," 
answered  Aurora,  with  a  blush.  She  was  a- 
shamed  ta  own  to  the  shepherdess  that  she 
could  not  read  well;  the  truth,  however* 
must  be  confessed,  and  she  told  the  shep- 
herdess that  she  never  would  learn  to  read 
whilst  she  was  little;  and  when  she  grew  up, 
she  never  had  time.  "  Then  you  had  much 


TWO  SISTERS.  y 

business  upon  your  hands,"  said  the  shep- 
herdess. "  Yes,  dear  mother,"  answered  Au- 
rora; **  I  used  every  morning  to  take  a  walk 
with  young  ladies  of  my  acquaintance;  after 
dinner  I  dressed  myself}  I  spent  the  evening 
at  the  assembly;  then  I  went  to  the  opera 
and  play,  and  at  night  to  the  ball."  "  In- 
deed, said  the  shepherdess,  "this  was  great 
business;  and  to  be  sure  you  were  never  un- 
easy." "  I  ask  your  pardon,  dear  mother,'* 
replied  Aurora:  "  when  I  was  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  by  myself,  which  happened  some-* 
times,  I  used  to  be  tired  to  death,  but  when 
I  went  into  the  country,  it  was  ten  times 
worse;  I  used  to  spend  the  whole  day  in 
dressing  and  undressing,  merely  for  pas- 
time "  "  Then  you  were  not  happy  in  the 
country?"  said  the  shepherdess.  "  Nor  in 
town  neither,"  answered  Aurora.  **  If  I 
played,  I  lost  my  money;  if  I  was  at  an  as- 
A4 
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sembly,  I  saw  my  acquaintance  better  dress- 
ed than  myself,  and  that  vexed  me  extreme- 
ly: and  if  I  was  at  a  ball,  I  was  wholly  ta- 
ken up  in  endeavouring  to  find  fault  with 
those  who  danced  better  than  myself;  in 
short,  not  a  day  passed  without  uneasiness.'* 
"  Then,"  said  the  shepherdess,"  "  com- 
plain no  longer  of  Providence,  which  by 
bringing  you  into  this  wilderness,  has  ta- 
ken from  you  more  vexations  than  pleasures; 
but  that  is  not  all.  You  would  in  time 
have  been  still  more  unhappy,  for  one  is 
not  always  young;  the  season  for  balls  and 
plays  slips  away;  when  one  is  growing  old, 
and  still  fond  of  frequenting  assemblies,  the 
young  ones  laugh  at  you:  one  can  dance  no 
longer,  one  dares  not  dress,  of  course  we  must 
be  very  uneasy,  and  withal  very  miserable/' 
"  But,  my  dear  mother/  said  Aurora,  "  one 
cannot  bear  being  alone;  without  company, 
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a  day  seems  a  year."  "  I  ask  your  pardon 
iny  dear,"  answered  the  shepherdess;  "  I 
am  alone  here,  and  the  years  seem  to  me  as 
short  as  days;  if  you  will,  I  will  teach  you  a 
secret  never  to  he  tired."  "  I  am  very  will*, 
ing,"  said  Aurora;  "  you  may  direct  me  as 
you  please,  I  will  obey."  The  shepherdess, 
availing  herself  of  Aurora's  willingness,  wrote 
down  all  that  she  was  to  do.  The  whole 
day  was  divided  betwixt  prayer,  reading, 
work,  and  walking.  There  was  no  clock: 
in  this  wood,  and  Aurora  did  not  know  the 
time  of  the  day;  but  the  shepherdess  knew 
the  hour  by  the  sun.  She  called  Aurora  to 
dinner;  "  Dear  mother,"  said  this  lovely 
maiden  to  the  shepherdess,  <c  you  dine  ear- 
ly, it  is  not  long  since  we  got  up  "  "  How- 
ever," the  shepherdess  answered,  with  a 
smile,  "  it  is  two  o'clock,  and  we  have  been 
up  ever  since  five;  but,  child,  when,  we  are 


l£  TWO  SISTER:?. 

usefully  employed,  time  runs  away  very 
•fast,  and  one  is  never  tired."  Aurora,  pleas- 
ed to  find  herself  free  from  all  uneasiness, 
Applied  herself  most  willingly  to  reading 
nnd  to  her  work,  and  she  found  herself  a 
thousand  times  happier  amidst  her  rural 
affairs,  than  in  town.  "  I  am  satisfied," 
said  she  to  the  shepherdess,  that  God  does 
every  thing  for  cur  good.  If  my  mother 
'had  not  been  so  unjust  and  cruel  to  me,  I 
should  have  remained  in  my  ignorance;  and 
vanity,  idleness,  and  the  desire  of  pleasing, 
\vould  have  made  me  wicked  and  unhappy. " 
Aurora  had  now  been  a  year  with  the  shep- 
herdess, when  the  King's  brother  came  a- 
hunting  in  the  wood  where  Aurora  tended 
her  sheep:  he  was  called  Ingenuous,  and  wa3 
the  be?t  Prince  in  the  world;  but  the  King 
his  brother,  whose  name  was  Bite,  was  not 
at  all  like  him,  for  all  his  pleasure  was  to 
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deceive  his  neighbours,  and  use  his  subjects 
ill.  Ingenuous  was  charmed  with  Aurora's 
beauty,  and  told  her  he  should  think  him- 
self very  happy  if  she  would  marry  him. 
Aurora  thought  him  very  agreeable;  but  she 
also  knew,  that  discreet  young  ladies  are 
careful  how  they  give  ear  to  such  proposals. 
"  Sir,"  said  she  to  Ingenuous,  "  if  what  you 
say  is  true,  please  to  go  to  my  mother,  who 
is  a  shepherdess,  and  lives  in  the  small 
house  you  see  down  yonder  5  if  she  approves 
of  your  being  my  husband,  I  shall  too,  for 
she  is  so  wise  and  reasonable,  that  I  never 
disobey  her."  *c  My  pretty  young  lady,"  re- 
plied Ingenuous,  "  I  will  go  with  all  my 
heart,  and  ask  your  mother*  but  I  will 
never  marry  you  against  your  will:  but  if 
she  consent  that  you  shall  be  my  wife  yet 
that  may,  perhaps,  give  you  some  uneasi- 
ness, and  I  had  rather  die  than  give  you  the 
A  6 
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the  least  displeasure."  "  A.  man  who  thinks 
so  nobly,  must  be  a  man  of  worth,"  said 
Aurora,  "  and  a  young  woman  can  never 
be  unhappy  with  a  worthy  man."  Ingenuous 
leaving  Aurora,  went  to  the  shepherdess, 
who  was  acquainted  with  his  good  qualities, 
and  willingly  agreed  to  the  match.  He 
promised  to  return  in  three  days  to  see 
Aurora  and  her  together,  and  Went  away 
full  of  joy,  after  giving  her  his  ring  as  a 
pledge.  In  the  mean  time,  Aurora  was  very 
impatient  to  return  to  the  cottage;  Ingenuous 
appeared  so  handsome  to  her,  that  she  was 
afraid,  that  her,  whom  she  called  mother, 
had  given  him  a  denial;  but  the  shepherdess 
told  her,  •'  I  did  not  consent  to  yeur  match 
with  Ingenuous  because  he  is  a  Prince,  but 
because  he  is  the  worthiest  man  in  the 
world."  Aurora  waited  with  some  impa- 
tience for  the  return  of  the  Prince,  but  the 


AH  ROMA. 
and  the 

S  S 


TWO  SISTERS.  17 

second  day  after  he  left  her,  as  she  was 
bringing  her  flock  home,  she  unfortunately 
fell  into  a  bush,  so  that  her  face  was  scratch- 
ed all  over:  she  immediately  looked  at  her- 
self in  a  brook  that  was  near,  and  was  very 
much  frightened,  for  the  blood  trickled 
down  on  all  sides.  "  Am  not  I  very  unfor- 
tunate ?"  said  she  to  the  shepherdess  as  she 
came  into  the  house.  "  Ingenuous  will 
come  to-morrow  morning,  and  won't  love 
me  so  well,  he  will  think  me  frightful." 
The  shepherdess,  smiling:  made  answer; 
<c  Since  God  has  permitted  you  to  fall, 
doubtless  it  is  for  your  good;  for  you  know 
that  he  loves  you,  and  that  he  knows  better 
than  you  what  is  good  for  you."  Aurora 
owned  her  fault;  indeed  it  is  one  to  mur- 
mur against  Providence:  and  she  said  to  her- 
self, "  If  Prince  Ingenuous  will  not  marry 
me,  now  that  my  beauty  is  gone,  probably  J 
A  7 
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should  have  been  unhappy  with  him."  In 
the  mean  time  the  shepherdess  washed  her 
-face,  and  pulled  out  several  thorns  that  stuck 
in  it.  The  next  morning  Aurora  was  quite 
frightful,  her  face  was  monstrously  swelled, 
insomuch  that  her  eyes  were  not  to  be  seen. 
About  ten  in  the  morning. a  coach  was  heard 
to  stop  at  the  door,  but  instead  of  Ingenuous, 
there  alighted  King  Bite.  One  of  the  courti- 
ers, who  were  a-hunting  with  the  Prince, 
had  told  the  King  that  his  brother  had  met 
with  the  finest  woman  in  the  worldj  and 
designed  to  marry  her.  "  It  is  extremely 
bold  in  you,"  said  Bite  to  his  brother,  •'  to 
pretend  to  marry  without  my  leave:  to  punish 
you  I  will  marry  her  myself,  if  she  is  the 
beauty  she  is  said  to  be."  Bite,  at  his  entering 
the  shepherdess's  house,  asked  where  her 
daughter  was.  *'-  Here  she  is,"  answered  the 
shepherdess,  pointing  to  Aurora.  "  What ! 
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that  monster,"  said  the  King;  <c  and  have 
you  not  another  daughter  that  my  brother 
has  given  his  ring  to  ?"  "  I  have  it  on  my 
finger,"  answered  Aurora.  At  these  words 
the  King  burst  out  a  laughing,  and  said,  **  I 
did  not  think  my  brother  had  such  a  bad 
taste;  but  I  am  glad  I  have  it  in  my  power 
to  punish  him."  At  the  same  time  he  order- 
ed the  shepherdess  to  put  a  veil  on  Aurora's 
head;  and  having  sent  for  Prince  Ingenuous, 
he  said  to  him,  "  Brother,  since  you  love 
the  beautiful  Aurora,  you  shall  marry  her 
instantly."  ««  But  I  will  deceive  nobody," 
answered  Aurora,  pulling  off  the  veil;  "  look 
at  me,  Ingenuous,  I  am  become  very  forbid- 
ding within  these  three  days,  can  you  conti- 
nue in  the  same  mind  to  marry  me  ?" 
"  You  appear  more  lovely  in  my  eyes  than 
ever,"  said  the  Prince,  "  for  I  discover  plain- 
ly that  your  worth  goes  beyond  what  I 
A  8 
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thought.  At  the  same  time  he  gave  her  his 
hand,  and  Bite  laughed  heartily;  he  ordered 
them  to  be  married  instantly,  and  then  he 
said  to  Ingenuous:  "  As  I  do  not  love  mon- 
sters, you  may  stay  with  your  wife  in  this 
cottage,  I  forbid  her  being  brought  to 
court."  At  the  same  time  he  stept  into  his 
coach,  and  left  Ingenuous  in  an  extasy  of 
joy.  "  Well,"  said  the  shepherdess  to 
Aurora,  *'  will  you  still  look  upon  your  fall 
as  a  misfortune  ?  But  for  that  accident  the 
King  would  have  fallen  in  love  with  you, 
and  if  you  would  not  have  married  him,  he 
would  have  put  Ingenuous  to  death."  You 
are  in  the  right,  dear  mother,"  replied  Au- 
rora, "  but  I  am  become  frightfully  ugly, 
and  I  fear  the  Prince  will  be  sorry  that  he 
has  married  me."  No,  I  assure  you,"  replied 
«*  Ingenuous,  one  may  grow  reconciled  to  an 
ugly  face,  but  never  to  an  ugly  temper,"  "  I 
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am  charmed  with  your  sentiments,"  said  the 
shepherdess;  "but  Aurora  shall  be  a  beauty 
still:  I  have  a  water  that  will  cure  her  face." 
And,  in  effect,  within  three  days,  Aurora 
was  as  beautiful  as  everj  but  the  Prince  en- 
treated her  always  to  wear  her  veil,  for  fear 
of  his  malicious  brother  carrying  her  off  by 
force  if  he  should  see  her.  In  the  mean 
time,  Bite,  who  was  inclined  to  marry,  dis* 
patched  several  painters  to  bring  him  the 
portraits  of  the  finest  young  women.  He 
was  enchanted  with  that  of  Domina,  sister  to 
Aurora,  and  having  sent  for  her  to  court, 
he  married  her.  Aurora  was  very  uneasy 
when  she  heard  of  her  sister's  beinga  Queen- 
she  durst  not  stir  out  any  more,knowing  how 
spiteful  she  was,  and  how  she  hated  her  At 
tlv  year's  end,  Aurora  had  a  son,  who  was 
named  Fairday,  and  she  loved  him  entirely. 
This  little  Prince,  as  soon  as  he  began  to 
A  9 
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speak,  showed  so  much  wit,  that  he  was  the 
delight  of  his  parents.  One  day,  when  he 
was  at  the  door  with  his  mother,  she  fell  a- 
sleep,  and  when  she  awaked,  missed  her 
son.  She  made  the  wood  ring  with  hdr 
shrieks  and  cries,  and  ran  all  over  it  in  search 
of  him.  It  was  in  vain  for  the  shepherdess 
to  put  her  in  mind  that  nothing  happens 
but  for  our  good;  but  the  next  day  she  was 
obliged  to  own,  that  the  shepherdess  was  ia 
the  right.  Bite  and  his  Queen,  impatient 
at  their  being  without  children,  sent  some 
soldiers  to  kill  their  nephew,  and  seeing  that 
he  was  not  to  be  found,  they  embarked  In* 
genuoiis,  with  his  wife  and  the  shepherdess, 
in  a  boat,  and  turned  them  out  to  the  wide 
seas,  never  more  to  be  heard  of.  Aurora 
judged,  that  now,  at  least,  she  might  think 
herself  unfortunate;  but  the  shepherdess 
still  kept  repeating,  that  Ooxl  did  every 
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thing  for  the  best.  It  being  very  fine  wea- 
ther, the  little  vessel  floated  gently  on  the 
water,  during  three  days,  and  arrived  at  a 
city  by  the  sea-side.  The  King  of  the  coun- 
try was  at  war  with  a  neighbouring  King, 
and  was  invested  the  next  day,  in  that  city, 
by  the  enemy.  Ingenuous,  who  was  very  cou- 
rageous, solicited  the  King  to  give  him  the 
command  of  some  of  his  troops,  which  he 
did;  he  made  several  sallies,  and  had  the 
good  fortune  to  kill  the  commander-in-chief 
of  the  enemy  who  besieged  the  town.  The 
soldiers  in  consequence  fled;  and  the  King 
who  had  been  besieged,  having  no  children, 
adopted  Ingenuous  for  his  son,  in  acknow- 
ledgment of  his  good  services.  Four  years 
after,  they  had  news  that  Bite  was  dead  of 
vexation  for  having  married  a  bad  wife;  and 
the  people,  who  hated  her,  drove  her  out 
shamefully,  and  sent  ambassadors  to  Ingen- 
A  10 


24f  TWO  SISTERSi 

nous  to  offer  him  the  crown.  He  embarked 
with  his  wife  and  the  shepherdess;  but  a  great 
storm  arose,  and  they  were  cast  away  on  a 
desert  island-  Aurora,  grown  wise  by  all  that 
had  befallen  her,  did  not  grieve,  and  believed 
that  it  was  for  their  good  that  God  had 
permitted  this  shipwreck.  They  set  up  a 
great  pole  on  the  shore,  with  the  shepherd- 
ess's white  apron  at  the  top  of  it,  to  give 
notice  to  ships  passing  that  way  to  come  to 
their  assistance.  Towards  evening  they  saw 
a  woman  coming  with  a  little  child,  and 
Aurora  had  no  sooner  looked  on  it,  than 
she  knew  it  to  be  her  son  Fairday.  She 
asked  this  woman  where  she  had  got  that 
child  ?  and  she  answered,  that  her  husband 
was  a  pirate,  and  had  taken  it,  but  that  being 
shipwrecked  near  this  island,  she  had  saved 
herself,  together  with  the  child,  which  sli3 
then  held  in  her  arms.  Two  days  aftes 
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some  ships,  that  were  seeking  for  the  bodies 
of  Ingenuous  and  Aurora,  who  were  thought^ 
to  be  lost,  saw  this  white  linen,  and  coming 
to  the  island,  they  carried  their  King  and  his 
family  to  their  kingdom.  Thus,  whatever 
accident  happened  to  Aurora,  she  never 
murmured,  as  she  knew,  by  her  own  expe- 
rience, that  the  things,  which  to  us  seem 
misfortunes,  are  often  the  cause  of  our  hap- 
piness. 
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FISHERMAN 

AND  THE 

TRAVELLER. 

AN  a  poor  hut,  on  the  side  of  a  small  river, 
lived  a  man  who  got  his  livelihood  by  fish- 
ing; but  as  there  was  but  little  fish  in  the  ri- 
ver, he  earned  no  great  matter,  and  the 
most  of  his  fare  was  bread  and  water,  yet  he 
was  content  with  his  poverty,  for  he  wished 
for  no  more  than  he  had.  One  day  he  took 
a  fancy  to  see  a  neighbouring  town,  and 
determined  to  go  the  next  day.  As  his 
thoughts  were  running  on  this  journey,  a 
traveller  came  up,  and  -asked  him  licw  far  it 
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was  to  a  village  where  he  might  find  lodging 
<(  and  a  bed  ?  Twelve  miles,"  answered  the 
"  fisherman,  and  as  it  is  very  late:  if  you  will 
take  up  with  my  cottage  to-night,  you  are 
heartily  welcome."  The  traveller  accepted 
the  offer,  and  the  fisherman,  who  was  will- 
ing to  give  him  the  best  entertainment  he 
could»  lighted  a  fire  to  fry  some  small  fish. 
As  he  was  getting  supper  ready,  he  sung, 
laughed,  and  seemed  to  be  in  high  glee. 
"  How  happy  are  you,"  said  his  guest, "  who 
can  be  so  merry  !  I  would  give  all  at  I  am 
worth  in  the  world  to  be  as  cheerful  as  you 
are."  "  And  what  hinders  you  ?"  said  the 
fisherman-,  "  my  mirth  costs  me  nothing, 
and  I  never  had  any  reason  to  grieve.  Are 
you  under  any  great  trouble,  that  you  can't 
be  merry  ?"  "  Alas  !"  replied  the  traveller, 
"  all  the  world  looks  upon  me  as  the  hap- 
piest of  men.  I  was  in  trade,  and  grew  very 
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rich,  but  had  not  a  moment's  rest.  1  was 
always  under  fears  that  those  I  trusted  would 
break  in  my  debt,  that  my  goods  would  spoil, 
and  that  the  ships  I  had  at  sea  would  be 
lost;  so  I  gave  over  trading,  to  try  if  1  could 
be  more  at  ease,  and  I  bought  a  place  at  court. 
At  first  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  please  the 
Prince,  and  became  his  favourite,  and  I 
thought  that  I  was  now  going  to  be  happy, 
but  I  soon  found  that  I  was  more  the  Prince's 
slave,  than  his  favourite.  Every  moment  my 
own  inclinations  and  mind  was  to  be  crossed, 
to  follow  his.  He  loved  hunting;  I  loved 
rest,  but  yet  was  obliged  all  day  long  to  scour 
the  woods  with  him.  I  returned  to  the 
palace  quite  tired,  and  desired  nothing  more 
than  to  lie  down  and  rest.  But  no;  that 
"was  not  to  be;  the  King's  mistress  gave  a 
ball,  or  an  entertainment;  I  was  sure  to  be 
Invited,  it  was  not  out  of  any  regard  to  me-, 
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but  to  make  her  court  to  the  King;  I  went, 
though  quite  mad  within  myself,  but  his 
Majesty's  favour  was  some  comfort  to  me. 
About  a  fortnight  ago,  he  took  it  into  his 
head  to  speak  very  graciously  to  a  great  lord 
of  the  court;  he  gave  him  a  couple  of  com- 
missions, and  told  him,  that  he  believed  him 
to  be  a  very  worthy  man.  From  that  mo- 
ment I  perceived  I  was  undone,  and  have 
since  passed  several  nights  without  sleep-" 
"  But/'  said  the  fisherman,  interrupting  his 
guest, tc  did  the  King  look  with  indifference 
upon  you,  and  did  his  affection  for  you  seem 
to  cool  :"  "  Quite  the  contrary,"  answered 
"  he,  the  King  showed  me  more  favour  than 
usual;  but  pray  reflect,  that  I  was  no  more 
the  only  one  he  loved,  and  that  all  the  world 
said  this  lord  was  to  be  a  second  favourite: 
you  cannot  but  think,  that  this  is  not  to  be 
suffered;  and  indeed  I  had  like  to  have  died 
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with  vexation  the  night  before  last:  I  retired 
to  my  chamber  quite  dejected,  and  when  I 
was  alone,  I  burst  into  tears.  On  a  sudden, 
I  saw  a  big  man,  with  a  very  agreeable  coun- 
tenance, who  said  to  me,  '  Azael,  I  pity  thy 
distress;  dost  thou  desire  to  be  easy  ?  re- 
nounce the  love  of  riches,  and  the  thirst  of 
honour/  Alas  !  my  lord,  said  I  to  this  man, 
I  wish  it  with  all  my  heart;  but  by  what 
means  can  I  bring  this  about  ?  *  Leave  the 
court/  said  he,  4<  and  go,  for  two  days,  a- 
long  the  first  road  you  find;  the  folly  of  a 
man  prepares  a  sight  for  thee,  which  is  able 
to  cure  thee  for  ever  of  ambition?  After 
the  two  days'  walk,  come  back  the  same  way, 
and  believe  firmly,  that  a  cheerful  and  easy 
life  depends  merely  upon  yourself.'  I  have 
already  walked  a  whole  day,  as  he  directed, 
and  to-morrow  I  shall  do  the  like,  but  can 
hardly  dare  to  hope  for  the  quiet  he  has  pro- 
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mised  me."  The  fisherman  having  heard 
this  story,  could  not  forbear  wondering  at 
the  folly  of  this  ambitious  man,  who  made 
his  happiness  depend  on  the  words  and  looks 
of  a  Prince.  "  I  shall  be  heartily  glad  to  en- 
tertain you  at  your  return,  and  to  hear  that 
you  are  cured,"  said  he  to  the  traveller; 
"  dispatch  your  journey,  and  in  two  days 
time  let  me  see  you  again  in  my  cottage.  I 
am  also  for  a  journey;  I  have  never  been  in 
town,  and  I  fancy  I  shall  be  hugely  diverted 
with  the  bustle  that  is  met  with  there." 
"  That's  an  ill  thought,"  said  the  traveller; 
"  since  you  are  now  happy,  why  will  you 
seek  to  be  miserable  ?  Your  cottage  at  pre- 
sent suffices  you,  but  when  you  see  the  pa- 
laces of  the  great  ones,  you  will  then  think 
it  but  a  sorry  hole-  You  are  satisfied  with 
your  clothes,  because  they  cover  you,  but 
y  ;-jr  heart  will  ache  when  you  ha.ve  seen 
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the  rich  apparel  of  the  great  and  wealthy." 
<c  Sir,*'  said  the  fisherman  to  his  guest,  *'  you 
talk  very  well;  make  use  of  these  fine  reasons 
not  to  be  vexed  yourself,  when  others  are 
taken  notice  of,  or  spoken  to.  The  world 
swarms  with  people,  who  advise  others,  and 
at  the  same  time  cannot  govern  themselves." 
The  traveller  made  no  reply,  as  it  is  not  civil 
to  contradict  people  in  their  own  houses; 
and  the  next  day  he  went  on  his  journey,  as 
the  fisherman  began  his.  Two  days  after, 
Azael,  who  had  met  with  nothing  extraordi- 
nary, returned  to  the  cottage:  he  found  the 
fisherman  sitting  before  his  door,  his  head 
resting  on  one  hand,  and  his  eyes  fixed  on 
the  ground.  "  What  are  you  thinking  of  ?" 
said  Azael,  "  I  think  that  I  am  very  unfor- 
tunate," answered  the  fisherman:  "  what 
have  I  done  to  God,  that  he  should  make 
me  so  poor,  whilst  there's  such  numbers  so 
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very  rich  and  happy  ?"  At  that  instant,  the 
personage  who  had  ordered  Azael  to  walk 
two  days,  appeared:  and  he  was  an  angeL 
"  Why  didst  thou  not  follow  Azael's  advice  ?' 
said  he  to  the  fisherman:  "the  sight  of  the 
pomp  and  state  of  the  town  has  given  birth 
to  covetousness  and  ambition  in  thy  hearty 
these  have  driven  out  cheerfulness  and  quiet. 
Moderate  thy  desires,  and  thou  wilt  recover 
those  valuable  advantages."  u  'Tis  very  easy 
to  say  this,"  said  the  fisherman,  <•  but  for 
me  to  do  it  is  impossible;  and  I  find  I  shall 
continue  unhappy,  till  God  is  pleased  to 
alter  my  situation."  "  The  loss  would  be 
thine,"  replied  the  angel,  "  take  my  word 
for  it,  and  wish  only  for  what  thou  hast." 
"  Talk  on,"  returned  the  fisherman,  you 
shall  never  hinder  me  from  wishing  for 
another  situation."  ««  God,"  answered  the 
angel,  "  grants,  in  his  anger,  the  wishes  of 
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the  ambitious,  but  it  is  to  punish  them/' 
«'  And  what  concern  is  it  of  yours,"  said  the 
fisherman?"  "If  only  wishing  would  do, 
your  threats  would  give  me  very  little  un- 
easiness." "  Since  thou  art  resolved  on  thy 
own  ruin,"  said  the  angel,  "  I  agree  to  it; 
thou  art  at  liberty  to  wish  for  three  things, 
God  will  grant  them."  The  fisherman  im- 
mediately wished,  that  his  hut  might  be 
turned  into  a  magnificent  palace,  which  was 
instantly  done  The  fisherman,  after  ad- 
miring his  fine  palace,  wished,  that  the  river 
before  his  palace-gate  might  be  changed 
into  a  large  sea,  and  immediately  this  wish 
was  fulfilled.  There  remained  a  third  wish; 
and  after  musing  a  while,  he  wished  his  little 
boat  might  be  changed  into  a  fine  ship,  laden 
with  gold  and  diamonds:  at  the  s> ;  it  of  the 
ship  he  immediately  ran  on  board  to  gaze  at 
the  riches  of  which  he  was  now  possessed^ 
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but  he  was  scarcely  in  it,  when  a  great  storm 
arose.  The  fisherman  wished  himself  ashore, 
but  it  was  impossible:  he  then  cursed  his 
ambition  with  fruitless  lamentations;  the  sea 
swallowed  him  up,  with  all  his  riches;  and 
the  angel  said  to  Azael;  "  Let  this  example 
make  thee  wise  !  the  end  of  this  man  is 
generally  that  of  the  ambitious.  The  court 
where  thou  livest  at  present,  is  a  sea  famed 
for  storms  and  wrecks:  whilst  it  is  yet  in  thy 
power,  make  the  shore;  the  day  will  come, 
that  thou  shalt  wish  thyself  there,  without 
power  to  reach  it."  Azael,  frightened  at 
what  he  had  seen,  promised  to  obey  the  an- 
gel, and  kept  Lis  word;  he  left  .the  court, 
and  went  and  lived  in  the  country,  where 
he  married  a  young  woman,  who  had  more 
virtue  than  beauty  or  fortune.  Instead  of 
seeking  to  increase  his  great  riches,  he  now 
only  minded  the  enjoying  his  wealth  with 
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moderation,  and  distributed  what  remained; 
to  the  poor.  He  then  saw  himself  happy 
and  contented;  and  not  a  day  passed  but  he 
returned  God  thanks  for  curing  him  of 
avarice  and  ambition,  which,  till  then,  had: 
infected  all  the  pleasure  of  his  life. 
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JL  HERE  was  a  king,  whose  name  was  Alfa- 
rute,  feared  by  all  his  neighbours,  and  loved 
by  all  his  subjects.  He  was  wise,  good,  just, 
and  valiant,  and  deficient  in  no  quality  re- 
quisite in  a  great  prince.  A  fairy  came  to 
him  one  day,  and  told  him  that  he  would 
very  soon  find  himself  plunged  into  great 
difficulties,  if  he  did  not  make  use  of  the 
ring,  which  she  then  put  on  his  finger. 
When  he  turned  the  stone  of  the  ring  to 
the  inside  of  his  hand,  he  became  invisible; 
and  when  he  turned  the  diamond  outward, 
he  became  visible  again. 

He  was  mightily  pleased  with  this  present, 
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and  soon  grew  sensible  of  the  inestimable 
value  of  it.  When  he  suspected  any  of  his 
subjects,  he  went  into  that  man's  house  and 
closet,  with  his  diamond  turned  inward,  and 
heard  and  saw  all  the  secrets  of  the  fa- 
mily, without  being  perceived.  When  he 
mistrusted  the  designs  of  any  neighbouring 
potentate,  he  would  take  a  long  journey, 
unaccompanied,  to  be  present  in  his  most 
private  councils,  and  learn  every  thing,  with- 
out the  fear  of  being  discovered.  By  this 
means  he  easily  prevented  every  intention 
to  his  prejudice;  he  frustrated  several  con- 
spiracies formed  against  his  person,  and  dis- 
concerted all  the  measures  of  his  enemies 
for  his  overthrow. 

Nevertheless,  he  was  not  thoroughly  satis- 
fied with  his  ring-,  and  he  requested  of  the 
fairy  the  power  of  conveying  himself,  in  an 
instant,  from  one  country  to  another;  that  he 
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might  make  a  more  convenient  and  ready- 
use  of  the  enchanted  ring.  The  fairy  re- 
plied, "  you  a>k  too  much,  let  me  conjure 
you  not  to  covet  a  power,  which  I  foresee 
will  one  day  be  the  cause  of  your  misery, 
though  the  particular  manner  thereof  be 
concealed  from  me."  The  king  would  not 
listen  to  her  entreaties,  but  still  urged  his 
request.  **  Since  then  you  will  have  it  so," 
said  she,  <{  I  must  necessarily  grant  you  a 
favour,  of  which  you  will  dearly  repent." 
Hereupon  she  chafed  his  shoulders  with  a 
fragrant  liquor,  when  immediately  he  per- 
ceived little  wings  shooting  at  his  back. 
These  little  wings  were  not  discernible  un- 
der his  habit;  and  when  he  had  a  mind  to 
fly}  he  needed  only  touch  them  with  his 
hand,  and  they  would  spread  so  as  to  bear 
him  through  the  air,  swifter  than  an  eagle. 
When  he  had  no  farther  occasion  for  his 
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wings,  with  a  touch  they  shrunk  again  to  so 
email  a  size  as  to  lie  concealed  under  his 
garment. 

By  this  magic,  Alfarute  was  able  to  trans- 
port himself,  in  a  few  moments,  wherever  he 
•pleased.  He  knew  every  thing,  and  no  man 
could  conceive  how  he  came  by  his  intelli- 
gence; for  he  would  often  retire  into  his 
closet,  and  pretend  to  be  shut  up  there  the 
whole  day,  giving  strict  orders  not  to  be  dis- 
turbed; then  making  himself  invisible  with 
his  ring,  he  would  enlarge  his  wings  with  a 
touch,  and  traverse  vast  countries.  By  this 
power  he  entered  into  very  extroardinary 
wars,  and  never  failed  to  triumph.  But,  as 
he  continually  saw  into  the  secrets  of  men, 
he  discovered  so  much  wickedness  and  dis- 
simulation, that  he  could  no  longer  place 
.confidence  in  any  one.  The  more  redoubted 
aad  powerful  he  grew,  the  less  he  was  be- 
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loved;  and  he  found  that  even  they  to  whom 
he  had  been  most  bountiful,  had  the  least 
share  of  gratitude. 

In  this  disconsolate  condition,  he  resolved 
to  search  through  the  wide  world,  till  he 
found  a  woman,  complete  in  beauty  and  all 
good  qualities,  willing  to  be  his  wife;  one 
who  would  love  him,  and  study  to  make 
him  happy.  Long  did  he  search  in  vain; 
and  as  he  saw  all,  without  being  seen,  he 
discovered  the  most  artful  wiles  and  failings 
of  the  sex.  He  visited  all  the  courts;  where 
he  found  the  ladies  insincere,  fond  of  ad- 
mirers, and  so  enamoured  with  their  own 
persons,  that  their  hearts  were  not  capable1 
of  entertaining  any  true  love  for  a  husband. 
He  went  likewise  into  all  the  private  fami- 
lies; he  found  one  was  of  an  inconstant,  vo- 
latile disposition;  another  was  cunning  and 
artful;  a  third,  very  haughty;  a  fourth,  capri- 
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clous;  almost  all  faithless,  vain,  and  full  of 
idolatry  to  their  own  charms. 

Under  these  disappointments,  he  resolved 
to  carry  his  inquiry  through  the  lowest  con- 
ditions of  life.  At  last  he  found  out  the 
daughter  of  a  poor  labourer,  fair  as  the 
brightest  morning,  but  simple  and  ingenuous 
in  all  her  beauty,  which  she  disregarded,  and 
which  in  reality  was  the  least  of  her  per- 
fections, for  she  had  an  understanding  and 
a  virtue  which  outshone  all  the  graces  of  her 
person.  All  the  youth  of  the  neighbour- 
hood were  impatient  to  see  her,  and  more 
impatient,  .after  they  had,  to  obtain  her  in 
marriage,  none  doubting  of  being  happy 
with  such  a  wife. 

King  Alfarute  beheld  her,  and  he  loved 
her.  He  demanded  her  of  the  father,  who 
was  transported  with  the  thoughts  of  his 
daughter  becoming  a  great  queen-  Clarinda 
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(for  so  she  was  called)  went  from  her 
fath*?r's  hut  into  a  magnificent  palace,  where 
she  was  received  by  a  numerous  court.  She 
was  not  dazzled  nor  disconcerted  at  the 
sudden  change.  She  preserved  her  sim- 
plicity, her  modesty,  her  virtue,  and  forgot 
not  the  place  ofc  her  birth,  when  she  was  in 
the  height  of  her  glory:  The  king's  affec- 
tion for  her  increased  daily,  and  he  believed 
he  should  at  last  arrive  at  perfect  happiness; 
neither  was  he  already  far  from  it,  so  much 
did  he  begin  to  confide  in  the  goodness  of 
his  queen.  He  often  rendered  himself  in- 
visible, to  observe  and  surprize  her;  but  he 
never  discovered  any  thing  in  her  that  was 
not  worthy  of  his  admiration. 

The  fairy,  who  had  foretold  the  conse- 
quence of  the  last  request,  came  so  often  to 
warn  him,  that  he  thought  her  importunity 
troublesome.  Therefore  he  gave  orders, 
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that  she  should  no  longer  be  admitted  into 
the  palace,  and  enjoined  the  queen  not  to 
receive  her  visits  for  the  future. 

It  happened  one  day,  when  the  king  was 
upon  a  progress,  that  the  fairy,  desirous  to 
instruct  the  queen  in  futurity,  entered  her 
apartment  in  the  appearance  of  a  young  ofl>- 


cer,  and  immediately  declared,  in  a  whisper, 
who  she  was;  whereupon  the  queen  em- 
braced her  with  tenderness.  The  king,  who 
was  then  invisible,  perceived  it,  and  was  in- 
stantly fired  with  jealousy.  He  drew  his 
and  pierced  the  queen,  \v]io  fell  ca- 
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piring  into  his  arms.  In  that  moment  the 
fairy  resumed  her  true  shape-,  whereupon 
the  king  knew  her,  and  was  convinced  of 
the  queen's  innocence.  He  then  would  have 
killed  himself;  but  the  fairy  withheld  his 
hand,  and  strove  to  comfort  him. 

Too  late,  now  Alfarute  cursed  his  folly, 
that  put  him  upon  wresting  a  boon  from 
the  fairy,  which  proved  his  misery.  He  re- 
turned the  ring,  and  desired  his  wings  might 
be  taken  from  him.  The  remaining  days 
of  his  life  he  passed  in  bitterness  and  griefi 
knowing  no  other  consolation  but  to  weep 
perpetually  over  Clarinda's  tomb. 
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THE  HORSE. 

THIS  noble  and  useful  animal  is  endowed 
with  every  quality  that  can  make  it  subser- 
vient to  the  uses  of  mankind:  Great  courage^ 
added  to  a  docility  half-reasoning,  is  given 
to  some,  which  fits  them  for  military  servi- 
ces. The  spirit  and  ardour  so  apparent  in 
others,  render  them  adapted  for  the  course, 
or  the  more  noble  and  generous  pleasures  of 
the  chace;  while  patience  and  perseverance 
appear  strongly  in  that  most  useful  kind  used 
in  husbandry. 
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These  varieties  of  the  horse,  from  he 
different  services  to'which  they  are  adapted, 
from  their  make  or  qualities,  are  termed 
race-  horses,  hunters,  road  or  travelling  hor- 
ses, cart-horses,  #c.  and  are  all  supposed  to 
derive  their  origin  from  the  Arabian  Horse, 
which  is  the  purest  and  most  beautiful  breed 
in  the  world,  and  it  is  only  in  the  possession 
of  the  poor  Arab  that  this  valuable  creature 
meets  with  the  treatment  which  it  merits; 
he  never  beats  it,  nor  cruelly  uses  it,  but 
kindly  lodges  it  in  the  same  tent  with  his 
wife  and  children. 

The  flesh  of  the  horse  is  only  fit  for  dogs, 
but  his  skin  is  made  into  leather;  the  hair  of 
the  mane  is  used  in  making  wigs,  stuffing 
chair-bottoms,  &c.  and  that  of  the  tail  is  wov- 
en into  cloth  for  covering  chairs  and  sofas. 

The  female  is  called  a  Mare,  and  the  young 
ones  Foals  or  Colts. 
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• 

-LlTTLE  Martha  was  the  daughter  of  a 
poor  labourer,  who  had  the  misfortune  to 
lose  his  \vife  while  his  girl  was  yet  an  in- 
fant. Martha,  at  the  age  of  nine,  was  the 
chief  solace  of  her  father's  life;  she  continu- 
ed to  render  the  thatched  hut  they  inhar 
bited  the  picture  of  cleanliness,  and  ever 
sweetened  his  meals  at  his  return  from  la- 
bour by  good  humour  and  affection,  yet, 
when  alone,  her  tenderness  would  caui,e  her 
many  an  heart-ach.  "  My  poor  father," 
would  she  say,  mentally,  "  alters  daily;  the 
labour  he  is  employed  in  hurts  his  constitu- 
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tion:  Ah  !  if  I  was  but  a  little  older,  I  should 
then  be  thought  worthy  of  employment. 

One  day,  full  of  those  reflections,  as  she 
was  tripping  along  to  carry  her  father's 
breakfast  to  the  field,  her  foot  touched 
something  in  the  high  grass,  and  on  stoop- 
ing to  look  what  it  was,  she  found  it  to  be 
a  purse  heavy  with  gold:  pleasure  fcr  some 
moments  overcame  her;  for  though  she  had 
seldom  seen  more  in  her  father's  possession 
than  a  few  shillings,  his  weekly  earnings, 
she  knew  the  value  of  her  prize  was  great. 
After  some  little  hesitation,  she  determined 
to  carry  it  to  the  Manor-house,  "  for,"  said 
she,  "  although  I  have  seen  some  of  the  far- 
mers with  a  great  deal  of  money,  yet  they 
always  carried  it  in  a  bag,  not  in  such  a  purse 
as  this.  Ah,  if  it  was  but  honestly  mine, 
how  happy  could  I  make  my  poor  father  ! 
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Neighbour  Evans's  little  Joyce  too  should  no 
longer  go  bare-foot,  for  it  makesmyheart  ache 
every  time  I  see  her  feet  exposed  to  the 
rough  pebbles  "  With  these  thoughts  she 
reached  the  Manor-house,  and  while  she 
was  making  her  modest  courtesy  to  the  ser- 
vant, the  'square  and  his  lady  entered  the 
hall.  Her  appearance  interested  them  at 
the  first  sight;  but  when  they  learned  her  er- 
rand, she  was  desired  to  follow  them  into 
the  parlour,  where  her  ingenuous  manner 
highly  pleased  him. 

The  purse  had  dropped  from  the  pocket 
of  the  'squire  in  taking  something  out  as  he 
crossed  the  field  in  the  morning.  On  in- 
quiring the  situation  of  her  father,  she  ex- 
plained his  circumstances  with  such  artless 
tenderness,  that  they  determined  from  that 
nt  to  nlace  both  above  want.  Martha 
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then  prepared  to  take  her  father's  breakfast, 
but  was  prevented,  and  a  servant  sent  on 
the  errand,  and  to  desire  he  would  call  at 
his  dinner-hour  at  the  'squire's.  He  came 
at  the  time  appointed,  and  the  decent  and 
sober  behaviour  of  the  poor  man  did  not 
lesson  the  interest  the  child  had  gained.  He 
was  placed  as  head  gardener,  far  which  busi- 
ness he  was  fully  competent,  with  a  good  sa- 
lary and  a  neat  dwelling,  he  had  also  the 
pleasure  of  Martha's  company,  except  at  the 
school  hours,  for  her  kind  benefactress 
would  not  suffer  her  to  feel  the  want  of  a 
decent  education. 

Thus  Martha  had  the  happiness  to  re- 
flect, that  by  her  honesty  and  duty  she  had 
saved  her  father  from  a  life  of  slavery,  and 
placed  him  in  ease  and  comfort;  nor  was 
her  friend  Joyce  forgotten,  for  3S  soon  ps 
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Martha  assumed  courage  to  speak  in  her  fa- 
vour, she  had  necessary  clothing;  and  Evans 
was  employed  in  the  grounds,  and  after- 
wards spent  a  life  of  comparative  case* 
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